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The Reconstruction of Criminal Procedure 
in the Early Han Period Based on the Recently 
Excavated Bamboo Slips of Zhangjiashan

This paper will draw on the Zouyanshu 奏讞書 , a collection of precedents, and the Ernian lüling 二年律令 , a version of the Han code from 186 BC, which 
both were excavated 1983 at Zhangjiashan 張家山 near Jiangling 江陵 /Province Hubei. These two corpora of legal texts are invaluable because they richly 
illustrate the practice of jurisdiction at the beginning of Chinese empire (Qin dynasty and first two decades of Han dynasty 221-186 BC). 
The paper analyzes five criminal cases from Zouyanshu . It will be demonstrated in detail how criminal proceedings were typically conducted and which 
different stages of criminal procedure were passed through.  In addition, specific measures to prevent miscarriage of justice will be touched on. Finally the 
paper will come to conclusions concerning the degree of formalization of early Chinese penal law and the function of jurisdiction at the beginning of 
Chinese empire.


