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Travelling Thangka Painters—Anthropological and historical approach towards the multi-

travelling experiences of Tibetan artists



Shijun Zhang (Graduate School of the Study of Human and Environment, Kyoto University)
Tibetan thangka indicates a genre of religious art, made up of mostly, but not exclusively of
paintings. Thangka is widely created in the Tibetan Cultural Region since the 12th century. The
common contents of thangka are the celestial figures or the religious subjects relating to Tibetan
Buddhism and the local religion, Bon. Like most art - making practices, making thangka is
considered as a sedentary occupation. However, it is hard to disregard the itinerant aspect of the
thangka painters' life. For most thangka painters, travelling to different sites and being hired by
local monasteries are not merely triggered by economic motivations. The travelling experiences
also afford painters the opportunities to learn the local artistic styles as well as to accumulate
religious merits. Nowadays, due to the globalization and the unprecedented frequent movements,
thangka painters start to engaging with a more volatile world, the Art World. In this article, I will
focus on their multi - travelling experiences. Specifically, by examining the thangka making
practices in 2 historically notable loci of thangka making, Rebgong and Lhasa, I aim to outline
the historical process of the so - called "Industrialization of Thangka, (tang ka chan ye hua)"
evolved under the larger narrative of the Modernization in Tibet. Secondly, by analyzing 2
travelling experiences, a Sichuan - born Tibetan thangka painter travelling in west China, and a
Shikatse - born Tibetan thangka painter travelling to the global art world, I try to illustrate the
complexity of their travelling experiences and to argue the strategic use of the concept of Tibetan

Culture during their travels.
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A Japanese Ethnographer in the Gulf: The Politics of Gender, Age and Nationality

Manami Goto (PD, JSPS Research Fellowship for Young Scientists)

This article recounts a period of over 14 months of ethnographic fieldwork undertaken by the
author on both sides of the Persian/Arabian Gulf, particularly in the United Arab Emirates and Qeshm
island of Iran. This is explored through the lens of auto-ethnography, emphasising my identity as a
young Japanese woman researching local women's masking traditions. The identity and social
characteristics of a researcher can strongly influence the collection and analysis of data, especially in
qualitative research. Auto-ethnography, which builds upon qualitative research uses a personal
narrative to reveal intimate relationships between the researcher and the culture. While some scholars
call the objectivity and validity of auto-ethnography into question, incorporating the voices of the

researchers and their personal experience in the field can shed light on a variety of new aspects of the



studied communities and help unfamiliar readers of the region to gain better understanding of it.
Especially in the Middle East, including the Gulf, anthropological research has historically been
carried out by male Western researchers, my experience as a Japanese ethnographer has different
stories than theirs, which contributes new perspectives and findings to the field. I therefore intend to
demonstrate how my own identity—inclusive of my origin/nationality, gender, and age—provided
impetus for the study of the specific topic I studied, and orientated me towards considerations of
positionality. I further aim to illustrate some of the benefits and the hindrances of my identity when
conducting fieldwork in the Gulf, through an auto-ethnographic recording my personal experiences.
By using auto-ethnographic methods, I intend to illustrate similarities and differences in fieldwork
experiences based on identity politics between an insider and outsider and between a western and non-
western researcher in the Gulf. This may raise future researchers’ awareness of methodological

challenges and possibilities when conducting research in the Gulf and beyond.



