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Lecture and Practical session on GRAID:
Annotating corpora for research on referentiality across typologically diverse languages
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Workshop Description

This two-day workshop deals with the empirical treatment of research questions in the area of
referential choice and event representation, drawing on corpora from typologically diverse
lesser-described languages. On the first day, we will first discuss the basic set of problems and
guestions concerning the expression of events and participants therein in connected discourse.
Two crucial insights are connected to this line of research: firstly, that patterns of referential
choice for participant roles in different types of events are accountable for in terms of general
principles of information packaging; and secondly, that patterns of referential choice feedback
into processes of grammaticalisation and language evolution. This forms a usage-based
emergentist approach to language evolution and diversification, where grammatical systems
essentially derive from principles of discourse organisation.

We then turn to the practicalities of addressing these research questions in a corpus-based
cross-linguistic approach. For these purposes, we introduce the annotation conventions “GRAID”
(Grammatical Relations and Animacy In Discourse) that have been developed for the specific
purpose of research in the Chafe’an tradition. We will also introduce our multilingual corpus
project Multi-CAST (lac.multi-cast.de) that consists of GRAID-annotated narrative texts from
currently 7 languages. After introducing the basic principles of GRAID annotations, participants
will have the opportunity to trial these annotations on their own discourse data. For this practical
part of the workshop, participants are kindly asked to bring their own recorded discourse data,
see specifications and some requirements below.

On the second day, we will first discuss one of the most prominent recurring topics within the
Chafe-Givon'ian research agenda, namely the development of agreement systems. We will first
outline the three major accounts in terms of 1. overuse of topicalisation, 2. marking of high
accessibility of speaker and hearer, and 3. mere frequency, before turning briefly to the typology
f agreement systems and remaining challenges to account for attested cross-linguistic patterns
in a usage-based approach. We also briefly take up questions about alignment in agreement
patterns.

We then turn again to the practical treatment of these issues in a corpus-based approach. We
first outline the treatment of different more or less canonical patterns of agreement in GRAID,
focussing in particular on the issue of fully obligatory versus variable agreement. We then take a
look at first results from participants annotation work in comparison to existing datasets from the
Multi-CAST collection.

Requirements for text data:
¢ Should comprise monologous narratives rather than conversational data.

e Should be in ELAN, Toolbox or FLEX.
¢ Should contain at least transcription and free translation into English.
¢ Ideally is also morpheme-by-morpheme glossed.



