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"Religious Sanctuary and Tactics of Migrant Families in Myanmar"
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Aboriginal community experience in south-western Sydney

Yuriko Yamanouchi

This lecture focuses on how Aboriginal people experience 'community' in south-western suburbs of
Sydney.

In previous studies, Aboriginal socialities tend to be understood (a) in terms of kinship, and (b) in
terms of their ties to their places of origin or ancestry; bonds that are considered the basis of their
identity. While the importance of kinship ties for Aboriginal people is undeniable, the degree of
emphasis placed upon them has tended to divert scholarly attention from the other forms of
socialities that Aboriginal people have developed, a phenomenon epitomised in the use of the term
‘community’ in Aboriginal studies.

This lecture examines the various uses of the term ‘community’ and how Aboriginal people
experience community that is not exclusively based on kinship ties. In south western Sydney, where
Aboriginal residents are from many different parts of Australia and live dispersed among other
ethnic groups, the term 'community' has been used in various ways, based on the connection through
kinship ties, geographical concentration, and various organisations dealing with Aboriginal issues.
This indicates the various experiences of socialities and thus, 'community' of Aboriginal residents in
south western Sydney.

This diverse experience of community leads to Aboriginal people’s engagement with identity
negotiation. In south western Sydney, their understanding of Aboriginality is called into question by
the presence of those who identify Aboriginal but do not share Aboriginal family environments and
subtle mores and traits which have been considered to be characteristics of being 'Aboriginal'. The
frequent accusation of someone who is 'supposed to be Aboriginal but actually not', reveals ways to

deal with this ambiguity, but can also be understood to be part of their 'community' experience.



