International Workshop

“Bridging the Middle East and East Asia: Borders and Coexistence in

the Globalised World”

Date: Saturday, January 8, 2011
Venue: Crowne Plaza Hotel, Hamra, Beirut
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International Workshop
“Bridging the Middle East and East Asia: Borders and Coexistence in the Globalised World”

“Middle East” is the term coined by a Western strategist in the beginning of the 20" century in
the context of the Western colonial policy toward Asia. Previously, the term, “Orient”, was
widely used to call this area with the connotation of Western prejudice against the “inferior
others” outside of Europe. What, then, is the alternative notion of the area for this part of the
world?

What is the “area”? What is “our” area, “your” area, or “their” area --- Japanese, Lebanese and
Arabs? Japan and Lebanon are situated on the opposing ends of “Asia”. If we share a certain
symbiotic space, how can we name it?

The notion of area is flexible, elastic, contingent and relational. “Our” area can be imagined
according to the sub-state or supra-state identity which does not fit the existing territorial sphere.
At the same time, the area could be integrated along the communication networks which rapidly
expand to the global level.

In this workshop, we invite various scholars from Lebanon, Syria, and Japan in order to analyze
the notion of area and borders not only in the Middle East but also in the Eastern Mediterranean
regions. We will also focus on the relations between the Middle East and Japan and the kinds of
diplomatic, cultural, economic and strategic relations that have been established. Through the
discussion, we will search for future coexistence in a wider area that combines the eastern and
western flanks of Asia.

Programme
Chair: Prof. Keiko Sakai (Tokyo University of Foreign Studies, Tokyo, Japan)

13:30- 13:40 Opening remarks: Prof. Keiko Sakai

13:40- 14:20 Keynote speech: Prof. Tsugitaka Sato (Waseda University, Tokyo, Japan)
“Reflections on the ‘Area’ in Islamic Area Studies”

14:20-14:50 Prof. Yukiko Miyagi (Durham University, Durham, UK)
“Japan's Middle East Security Policy”

14:50-15:20  Discussion

15:20-15:50  Coffee Break
15:50-16:20 Prof. Massoud Daher (Lebanese University, Beirut, Lebanon)

“The Lebanese crisis and its Middle East dimensions”
16:20-16:50 Prof. Maher Charif (Institut Francais du Proche-Orient, Damascus, Syria)



“Palestine in the Midst of the Partition Plan of the Arab East”
16:50-17:20 Prof. Taro Tsukimura (Doshisha University, Kyoto, Japan)
“De-Balkanization in the Balkans: Returning from a Region to Borderlands”
17:20-17:50 Discussion
17:50-18:00 Break

18:00-18:30 General Discussion
18:30-18:40 Concluding remarks: Prof. Hidemitsu Kuroki (JaCMES/ Tokyo University of
Foreign Studies)

This workshop is supported by

Japan Center for Middle Eastern Studies (JaCMES), Beirut

“Searching for New Notion of Area and Coexistence: Bridging Middle East and Asia”,
Needs-based Programme for Area Studies, sponsored by Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports,
Science and Technology-Japan (coordinator of both: Keiko SAKAI)



