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1. Roi Sawm SUMLUT (Temple University, Japan Campus), Seunghun J. LEE (International
Christian University)
“Attitudes Towards Kachin Language as a Heritage Language Among Kachin People in Japan”

The first presentation was collaborative research done by Roi Sawm SUMLUT and Dr.
Seunghun LEE on “Attitudes of the Kachin people in Japan toward the Kachin language as a heritage
language”. Roi Sawm SUMLUT delivered the presentation, which employed a qualitative semi-
structured interview method to explore how Kachin heritage language is preserved among Myanmar’s
Kachin community residing in Tokyo. The research highlighted the crucial role Kachin parents play
in maintaining their language, especially in a Japanese context where institutional support for Kachin
language education is minimal. Parents integrate the language into their daily lives through home-
based learning, religious practices, and community activities. The study found that these families hold
positive attitudes towards preserving their heritage language, despite the challenges they faced in
Japan. One significant question raised during the discussion was why Kachin parents do not utilize
children’s books, poems, and stories more frequently in language teaching, and what challenges they

face in accessing these resources.
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