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Satoko SHIRAI (ILCAA Fellow)
“Theoretical Frameworks for Grammatical Relations in Asia and Africa”
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Nobuko KIBE (NINJAL), Kohei NAKAZAWA (NINJAL), Akiko YOKOYAMA (JSPS/ILCAA,
TUFS)
“Grammatical Relations in Japonic”
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Rei FUKUI (The University of Tokyo)
“Grammatical Relations in Korean”
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Ryo MATSUMOTO (ILCAA Joint Researcher, Kansai University of International Studies)
“Grammatical Relations in Tungusic and Uralic”
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Yoshio SAITO (Takushoku University)
“Grammatical Relations in Mongolic and Turkic”
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Satoko SHIRAI (ILCAA Fellow), Shiho EBIHARA (ILCAA Fellow), Kazue IWASA (ILCAA
Joint Researcher, Nagoya University of Foreign Studies), Keita KURABE (ILCAA), and
Hiroyuki SUZUKI (ILCAA Joint Researcher, Fudan University)

“Grammatical Relations in Tibeto-Burman”
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Fumiki SUZUKI (ILCAA Joint Researcher, Nanzan University)
“Grammatical Relations in Sinitic”
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Mitsuaki ENDO (ILCAA Joint Researcher, Aoyama Gakuin University)
“Grammatical Relations in Kra-Dai”
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Atsuko UTSUMI (Meisei University)
“Grammatical Relations in Austronesian”
Austronesian languages exhibit a variety of grammatical relations in terms of case marking
and alignment. [t is sometimes hard to determine case alignment because some languages lack
case marking system. The level of verbal morphology also varies: Taiwan and Philippine
languages exhibit a rich morphology but Malayic languages as well as Oceanic languages show
much simpler morphology.

Formosan and Philippine languages as well as Malayic languages are categorized into
‘symmetrical voice system languages’ which are supposed to have an alignment that are
different from both ergative and accusative alignment. However, an overall consensus found

among researchers who are working on Formosan and Philippine languages is that these



languages exhibit ergative alignment. In this presentation, I respected each researcher’s
analysis and concluded that ergative alignment is found among most of the Formosan and
Philippine languages whereas accusative alignment is found in Indonesian languages. Oceanic

languages exhibit both ergative and accusative alignment.

Makoto MINEGISHI (ILCAA) , Masaaki SHIMIZU (ILCAA Joint Researcher, Osaka
University)
“Grammatical Relations in Austroasiatic”
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Chikako ONO (ILCAA Joint Researcher, Hokkai-Gakuen University)
“Grammatical Relations in Chukotko-Kamchatkan”
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Mika FUKAZAWA (ILCAA Joint Researcher, National Ainu Museum)
“Grammatical Relations in Ainu”
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Noboru YOSHIOKA (ILCAA Joint Researcher, National Museum of Ethnology)
“Grammatical Relations in South Asia”
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Nozomi KODAMA (ILCAA Joint Researcher, Kumamoto University)
“Grammatical Relations in Dravidian”
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Takamasa IWASAKI (ILCAA Joint Researcher, JSPS/ Kyoto University)
“Grammatical Relations in Iranian”
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Youichi NAGATO (ILCAA Joint Researcher, TUFS)
“Grammatical Relations in Semitic”
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Shuichiro NAKAO (ILCAA Joint Researcher, Osaka University)
“Grammatical Relations in Nilo-Saharan”
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Daisuke SHINAGAWA (ILCAA), Junko KOMORI (ILCAA Joint Researcher, Osaka
University)
“Grammatical Relations in Niger-Congo”
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This talk presented an overview of typological features of expressing grammatical



relations and their geographical distribution in Niger-Congo. While we should admit the fact
that the sample languages are genetically imbalanced in that we couldn’t include data from
Kordofanian languages and only a limited number of non-Volta-Congo languages are included,
a fairly wide range of Bantu languages are within the scope of this investigation. As is broadly
recognised in the literature, overwhelming majority of Niger-Congo languages do not show
morphological case distinction and any alignment pattern other than nominative-accusative
is scarcely observed. Thus this study focuses on the following three parameters; i) whether
grammatical relations can be morphologically expressed on the verb (synthetic/head-
marking) or not marked on the verb (analytic/no-marking), ii) in the former type, whether
the subject marker may also agree with topic (i.e., subject marking can be influenced by
topicality), iii) in the languages where object relation is synthetically marked on the verb,
whether extra factors like animacy can affect structural regularity of object marking. As for 1),
as is widely accepted, the analytic type distributes extensively in the western area (including
a bit of Western Bantu languages), while the synthetic type is the norm in the majority of
Bantu languages. The intermediate types, namely ‘synthetic but lacking object marking’ type
or ‘analytic but with object marking’ type, are sparsely observed mainly in the transitional area
between western non-Bantu area and north-western to central Bantu area. Regarding ii),
while the subject-prominent type outnumbers the topic-prominent (or topic-sensitive) type,
the latter may be regarded as an archaic feature that can be traced back to a Proto Bantu stage
according to its wide distribution across boundaries of Bantu-internal genetic groupings. As
for iii), it is interesting to note that quite high variability is attested even in north-eastern
Bantu area where structural and genetic uniformity is higher than, say western area. This may
suggest, on the one hand, that at least in Bantu object marking may be seen as an inherently
fluid morphosyntactic operation whose regularity is easily affected by external factors
including animacy of referents. On the other hand, it may be suggested that object marking
system may be easily influenced by other systems of neighboring languages in contact. These
possibilities should be further investigated with more detailed data from a wider range of

languages.

Kimihiko KIMURA (ILCAA Joint Researcher, TUFS), Hirosi NAKAGAWA (ILCAA Joint
Researcher, TUFS)
“Grammatical Relations in the Kalahari Basin Area”
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Hiroyuki SUZUKI (ILCAA Joint Researcher, Fudan University)
“Stop Series in Asian and African Languages”
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Kae KOGANEBUCHI (The University of Tokyo)
“Population Genomic Insights into the Ryukyu Islanders”
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