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“Adat, Shariat and Legal Pluralism: Inheritance
Division among Volga-Ural Muslims in Imperial

Russia”

Rozaliya Garipova (B4 7 2% v FH o7 K5 - Ghi)

It is suggested in the scholarly literature that Tatar Muslims in 19th-century Russia
were guided by customary (adat) laws when dividing their inheritance and that Islamic legal
rulings on inheritance were only marginally applied. In this paper I reconsider these views. First
I suggest that customary practices had been integrated into a local Islamic legal system about
intergenerational transfer of property. Second, I argue that, during the 19th century, as a result of
transformation in the Islamic legal institutions and authority, inheritance division practices
began to undergo important changes. One result of such changes was the process by which
“Islamic inheritance system” began alienating customary practices on property transfer and
became narrowed to Quranic inheritance shares. As a result, by the end of the 19th century, it is
possible to observe a process of ossification of Islamic inheritance law and crystallization of
property transfer to either “according to sharia” in case of disagreement or “according to

peaceful settlement” which took into consideration customary practice.

“Muslim Marriages and Divorces in the Late

Nineteenth-Century Volga-Ural Region”
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“Legal pluralism for Kazakh nomads beyond the
Russo-Qing imperial border found in the

International Assembly”
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“Organizing and funding social life under Russian
occupation in Erzurum: Wagqf properties in the occupied

Erzurum during WWI”

Halit Akarca (FW /L= 7 K% - #HFEE)

The Russian Caucasian Army occupied large territroeis and important cities in
Ottoman Anatolia during WWI. As the area under Russian occupation was expanding, Russian
authorities tried to come up with a politically and economically sound template for war gains at
the Caucasian front and were dealing with the imminent requirements of administration. The
administrative and legal system for the occupied territories was shaped by the military
occupation, and thus conflicting policies had to be implemented regarding the population and
land management in the region. For solutions to imminent problems the Russian administration
of the occupied regions tried not to replace but better implement Ottoman legal practices for
taxation and property management for the remaining and returning population. The new
administration would be similar to the military-civilian administration [voenno-narodnoe
upravlenie] formulated first for the Northern-Caucasus and then applied in the occupied regions
such as Dagestan, Transcaspian, Turkestan, Kars, Artvin. The Viceroy at the Caucasus and the
Commander-in-Chief of the Caucasian Army until September 1915, described this regime as
such: “The system of military-civilian administration, which was formed during the war against
the mountaineers, concentrated administrative power in the hands of officers under the
supervision of the commander-in-chief of the Caucasian army and envisioned the autonomy of
the local population in handling their internal affairs according to the adat.”

An analysis of the documents regarding the waqfs in Erzurum under Russian
occupation will provide us valuable insight into Russian relations with Muslim populations in a
region which stayed under Russian rule for a very brief period. The established Turkish
historiography on the Russian occupation of Ottoman territories claim that most if not all the
Muslim population had fled the region in fear of Armenian and Russian atrocities, and the ones
that couldn’t left were eventually massacred by the Russians and Armenians. However, the
study of archival documents show us that the Russian administration was not shaped by
nationalistic ideology but rather by an incorporating imperial state policy which provided

Muslims as well as other religious co
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