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“Between Hagiography and World History:

Muhammad Amin Kashghari’s Asar al-Futus”

David Brophy (AARFILFEIIFZEE, o R=—K% « E#kaEAN)

This presentation examined two Persian-language works by Muhammad Amin Kashghari, the
Durar al-Akhbar and the Asar al-Futuh. Written in the last decade of the eighteenth century and now
preserved in the Al-Beruni collection in Tashkent, these represent two drafts of an incomplete world
history. Originally the author intended for his work to comprise two halves, the first from God’s creation
of the world down to contemporary Islamic dynasties, and the second on the history of “Uyghuristan”, (i.e.
Moghulistan or Eastern Turkistan). Of the sections that were actually written, the author’s narrative on
Uyghuristan holds particular interest, representing the viewpoint of a member of the community
surrounding the White Mountain Nagshbandi Khoja Sarimsaq. The presentation discussed the author’s
background as part of this exile community of Kashgharis in Transoxiana, and what the Asar al-Futuh can
add to our knowledge of this community’s history. The focus of textual analysis was on the author’s
efforts to blend his hagiographical narrative surrounding the White Mountain branch of the Xinjiang
Nagshbandiyya with classical genre of Islamic world history. In the discussion, questions were raised as

to the author’s choices in defining the geographic scope of his world history. Kashghari’s attitude towards



the Junghar Mongols and the Chinggisid principle of legitimacy also became topics of discussion.
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