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Over the centuries the Himalayan hills, particularly Nepal, and also Tibet across the
Himalayas, have served as a safe haven for people from other parts of Asia. Therefore,
Himalayan hills preserve ancient cultural elements of different traditions, and they co-exist
in harmony and sometimes these traditions are syncretised, one superimposed on the other,
not fully subjugated but reused. In this process, various gods and goddesses are seen as
brothers or sisters to each other, mothers and daughters, or some other kinship among them
is imagined. For example, the two Avalokite$varas in Kathmandu Valley (widely known in
modern times as Saiva Macchindranath) and the Potala and Kyirong Avalokite$vatas in Tibet
are regarded as four brothers. Likewise, many Hindu and Buddhist goddesses in the
Kathmandu Valley are regarded as grandmothers, mothers, and sisters. There are also the
thirteen Mastos (numbers may vary in different accounts) among the tutelary deities
worshipped by the most of Nepali Brahmins and Chetris who are regarded as Siva’s nephews
from his sister. Though they remain unknown from other sources, they are widely celebrated
in Western Nepal. This talk elaborated on these Himalayan and trans-Himalayan gods and
goddesses, their festivals, and discussed accounts of their supposed mutual kinship. The talk
also reflected on the possible folk traditions and tales lying behind these stories of divine
kinship.
(3C3E: Diwakar Acharya)



