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“Islam and Religious Pluralism in Contemporary Thailand and Malaysia”
Omar Farouk (JABTIN. KA, AN BFIL[EIAFGE B)

In the recent years there is a lot of curiosity on how Islam manages Religious Pluralism.
Adopting a Western approach to try to understand this phenomenon may not be helpful.
The anthropological world of Islam in 7th Century Arabian Peninsula cannot be the
same as 21st Century Southeast Asia although the texts of Islam may remain unchanged.
Similarly, the situation of Religious Pluralism in Muslim—majority countries may not
be the same as Non—Muslim majority countries. This paper is an attempt to review the
theme of Islam and Religious Pluralism in the contemporary period in Thailand where
the Muslims constitute a minority population and in Malaysia, where they are the

majority. The theological perspective of Islam which considers Pluralism a natural



condition is introduced and its anthropological background is described. There is
little evidence of any physical violence between the Muslims and the others both in
Thailand and in Malaysia. Although Thailand continues to countenance a Malay—-Muslim
separatist insurgency which may have some religious rationale it is not a religious
uprising. In Malaysia, although there are underlying inter—-faith tensions, it is
intra—faith schisms within Islam that threaten to upset the country’ s religious

harmony.
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