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3. Tun Aung Kyaw (AA IFFRERIHFENWEER) “Problems Arising from Compiling a New reference

Grammar of Modern Colloquial Burmese”

There are four major problems arising from compiling a new reference grammar of modern
colloquial Burmese; they are (1) phonological, (2) morphological, (3) syntactic and (4)
pragmatic.

(1) Main phonological problem is the difficulty in distinguishing sequences of loosely linked
units or ‘noun phrases’ from sequences of units more tightly linked or ‘compound nouns’.
Although most grammarians usually used juncture-feature, that is, open-juncture for phrase
and close-juncture for compound, one criterion is not enough. Therefore many semantic,
morphological and syntactic criteria have to be used all the time.

(2) First morphological problem is that there is no formal criteria for making the distinctions
between the two grammatical relationships, that is, subordinate-head expressions and
co-ordinate expression. Second problem is word-suffix homonym problem, and the third one
is word-particle homonym problem. The last one is negative prefix problem.

(3) Syntactic problems are (i) the complexity in adopting morphological and/or syntactic criteria
to make the distinctions among words, syntactic phrases and sentences, and (ii) ambiguity in the
relations among several unmarked complements and that among marked complements.

(4) Pragmatic problems are (i) ‘negative sentence but question’ and (ii) identifying the

sub-standard Burmese problem.
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