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Diverse Islamic Trends and the Construction of Orthodoxy in Indonesia
Ahmad Najib Burhani (CSEAS Kyoto University / Indonesian Institute of Science (LIPI),
Jakarta)

Globalization has brought with it a number of challenges for moderate Muslim
community, mostly represented by Muhammadiyah and Nahdlatul Ulama (NU), in
promoting tolerance and preserving religious diversity in Indonesia. With the flow of
ideas about Islamic caliphate, radicalism, and exclusivism promoted transnational
groups such as Hizbut Tahrir and Islamic State of Syria and Iraq (ISIS); with the



objectification of religious identity and the effort to consolidate or strengthen
boundaries of certain religious identity; and with the spread and rise of religious
conservatism and radicalism promoted by such groups as the Front of Defenders of
Islam (FPI), do these moderate Muslims still able to shield their community from these
flowing ideas? Do they have any programs as an alternative discourse to counter the
narrative about Islamic radicalism? What are their efforts to steer and bring back the
umma into tolerant and smiling Islam? If they have any, what kind of methods and
strategies utilized by the moderate Muslims to block the influences of radical Islam
within their organizations and in Indonesia in general? This study intends to answer the
mentioned questions by, first, elaborating the position of Indonesian Islam in Muslim
world. Second, it will explain the diversity of religion in Indonesia, including those who
have been considered as minorities. Third, it will describe the challenges of peaceful
Islam by explaining the threat of conservatism, transnationalism, radicalism, and
terrorism. And lastly, it will describe and analyze the efforts of Muhammadiyah and NU
in constructing paradigm of Islamic peaceful mindset and trying to win consent of
people in this religious perspective.
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