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Historical Transformation of South Indian Village System
-A Database of the Comprehensive Rural Survey of I Village, Salem District-
By SHIGEMATSU Shinji

A. Research Objects-Database of a South Indian Village-
A-1. Salem District in Tamilnadu
1. “Birth Place” of Ralyatwari Land (and Revenue) System
2. “Subtropical” Zone (Dry Season-dominated Areas)

® S-W Monsoon (6-8 months) and N-E monsoon (10-12 months)

® Rain fall: 500mm~1150mm

Repeated Famine: 1866, 1877-78, 1891-92, 1923, 1937 and 1984~1987)
3.”Typical” Non-Brahmin dominant Castes (Velldla Gounder) Areas
(4. Voluminous Population of “Migrants” (to Malaysia, Ceylon and partly Africa)
(5. Geo-economic and Geo-social “Diversities” of South India
A-2. Baramahal District and Konkt Nadu in South India (Map 1)
1. the Dominancy of Kongii Vellsla or Velldla Gounder?
2. What is the “Raiyat”?

Ralyat=Cultivator? = (small) Land Holder? =Revenue Payer? =Vellala?
3. What is the Raiyatwari System as a British Land System?

Repeated reforms of System in 1790’s, 1820’s, 1850’s, 1890’s, and 1910’s~
4. How British Land Systems influenced on the contemporary land holdings and
migration from south India?

References: Q@@
B. Survey Method and Empirical problems of Survey Data
Field survey of I. Village as “a trial pit” of South Indian Village systems
1. Differences :Census/ FMB(of Village Administrative Office)/ Field Survey



2. Comprehensive Survey of whole Village by Household and family members
1 village(Ur)>8 hamlets(ir)>16Jatis>1, 184 Household> population of
4,642(M 2,272, F 2,370) in the register book of VAO=Sri Karnika caste)

C. Summary of Contents

I . Pre-conditions of Rural Survey of Z Village

Village in South India (Map 2)

Ecological Background (Map 3)

Irrigation Systems-River, Canal and Tube Well (7able 1)

Irrigation Systems-Open Well and Tank (7able 2)

Major Crops and Acreage (Table 3)
Geo-Political Location of I Village
References: Q&
II. Historical Background of I Village in South India
“Baramahal District” in British Period ="Kongi Nadd” in Pre-British Period
Raiyatwari Land system in British Period

Dominant caste of Velldla Gounder, a Non-Brahmin Group

References O@@B®

M. Rural Survey of I Village, an Overview
1. Period of Survey

2. Survey Map

3. Survey Matrix

4. Tables of Rural Survey (extract)

Field Note 1~13
References Q3121

IV. Migration, Land System and Ecological Conditions

Why Migration from I, Village, 1830-1940?

Land Transfer and Land Holdings

Ecological Situations

Rainfall and Dry-Wet Conversion, 1830-1940
How Village System Changed?
References @
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