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Persian Historical Writing in Central Asia During the Transitional
Period: A Case Study of the Early Manghit History of Tuhfat al- Khant
(Tarikh-e Rahim Khani)

The Persianate societies have a strong tradition of historical writing and produced many
chronicles. One of the main centers of Persian historiography was and even is Central
Asia. In fact, the early types of Persian histories emerged in this region during the early
Islamic centuries. This process continued through the centuries, and many Persian
histories had been written by the court historians of the Central Asian Khanates even
after the political changes from the 16th century onwards. One of the most notable
examples is Tuhfat al-Khani written by Qazi Muhammad Vafa Karminagi during the
reign of the Muhammad Rahim Khan, the first Manghit ruler of Bukhara. Although
some sources on the history of Manghit Khanate have been edited and published, it is
strange that no one has prepared a critical edition of Tuhfat al-Khani, the main source
on the establishment of the dynasty and its early rule.

This work covers the rise and the establishment of the Manghit dynasty as well as
the political situation of Central Asia after the dismissal of the Abii al-Fayz Khan, the
last Janid Khan of Bukhara. The work has two main sections: The first section, the main
body of book, covers the events in the establishment of the Manghit dynasty, its relation
with Iran during the Nadir Shah period, and the last days of the Muhammad Rahtm

presentation aimed to introduce the main Manuscripts of this book and evaluate its

importance for the historical studies.



