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Information structure in Saamia

Hieda, Osamu

Information is structured in principle as follows. Old information is followed by new information.



Constituents are arranged according to the principle.

Word order seems to be flexible in post-verbal position in Saamia. However, it is not free. It is
determined by syntactic and pragmatic factors. When a verb is followed by a direct object and a
locative NP, if the locative NP is belonging to new information, it is preceded by the direct object
which is belonging to old information. If the direct object is belonging to new information, it is
preceded by the locative NP which is belonging to old information. It is the case also with a time
adverbial. When a verb is followed by a direct object and an instrumental NP, if the instrumental NP
is old information, the verb constitutes an applicative form. The applicative form is always followed
directly by the instrumental NP. If the direct object is old information, the verb consists of a root.
The verb is always followed by the direct object. The instrumental NP constitutes the prepositional
phrase. When a verb is followed by a non-human direct object and a benefactive NP, the verb
constitutes an applicative form. If the direct object is old, the verb is followed by the benefactive NP
and the direct object consists of a zero anaphor. When a verb is followed by a human direct object
and a benefactive NP, if the human direct object is old, it consists of a pronoun (a weak form).
Benefactive NPs do not consist of a prepositional phrase. However, benefactive NPs are usually
human. Hierarchy of animacy plays a role to express information structure when a verb is followed

by a benefactive NP.



