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“In Search of Chineseness: Conceptualization and Paradigms”
Wu Xiao An (AA WFFMEAAFFEE, dERIKS)

Chineseness is both an old and a new term to signify the identity of “being Chinese”.
Although the term has been used for long time, it is only two decades ago that the term
started to become popular among overseas scholarship on China and Chinese. The
1dea of ‘Chineseness’ has a different history in the West and in China, but in both places
it has been shaped by both the wider political, economic and cultural context, and by the
specific geographic and social location of interlocutors. Various definitions of
“Chineseness” are usually correlated to and intertwined with different paradigms and
approaches. The Chineseness discourse is, first of all, not specifically a Chinese
phenomenon, but belongs to a wider global post-modern culturalist project on identity
politics. Literature on Chineseness discourse could be divided into two categories in
general. The China-focused literature is that of predominantly the West first, the one
that China itself responds to the West, and that residual China mediates in between
Mainland China and outside world. The Chinese-focused literature is of
predominantly Western popular media and diasporic Chinese first, then the one that
domestic Chinese self-reflection and response to diasporic Chinese. Itis a
constellation, contestation, and even confrontation between China and the West,
Mainland China and Residual China, domestic Chinese and diasporic Chinese. The
controversial critique highlights the structural difference of how the West and China
organize their societies and governments, and manage state-society relationships
culturally as well as institutionally. The case of Chineseness offers us the chance to
explore the tension between essentialist and constructivist views of identity.

This paper will tackle the issue from the eight aspects as follows: 1) Concept and

Conception; 2) Constellation and Contestation; 3) Past and Present; 4) Perception and



Representation; 5) Paradigms and Approaches; 6) Sinicization and Re-siniczation; 7)
China Southern as Dynamics; 8) Another Kind of Chineseness.
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