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The aspectual choice and the presence of addressee
in Sibe Manchu
Norikazu Kogura

In the present paper, I discuss the motivation for the use of the three Sibe Manchu
auxiliary verbs bi- "to be", ila- "to stay" and o- "to become". These auxiliary verbs have
the aspectual meanings of '"resultative", "temporal state" and "occurrence",
respectively. In some cases, however, they also denote how the addresser recognizes
the situation, which may be labelled as "mirativity", "directly-experienced state" or
"judgement". From the discussion of this paper I argue the following two points: (i)
The use of auxiliary verbs is motivated by the addresser’s attention to the addressee
and his/her state of knowledge. (ii) The aspectual meanings of auxiliary verbs are
induced by the orientation linking the situations to the utterance space shared by the

addresser and the addressee.



