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Marriages between persons from different countries have become more and more
common in the globalization era. Taiwan is no exception to this phenomenon. According
to the statistics of Taiwan’s National Immigration Agency, Ministry of Interior, in
February 2010 foreign spouses in Taiwan numbered 431,723. These foreign nationals
account for 1.87% of Taiwan’s total population. Among the foreign spouses, Vietnam is

one of the major source countries of foreign spouses.



The purpose of this study is to investigate language attitude and
language use of the Vietnamese female immigrants in the Ka-tiann
and Oo-lai Discticts of Kaohsiung city in Taiwan. The field survey
includes questionnaire, in-depth interview, and observation of their
daily life. A total of 64 subjects were interviewed during the period of
December 2010 and March 2011. The major preliminary findings are
summarized as follows:

Language capability: the Vietnamese female new immigrants still
maintain good skill of listening, reading and speaking but not writing
of Vietnamese while living in Taiwan. With respect to Taiwanese
language, their listening and speaking skills are apparently better
than reading and writing skills. For majority of respondents, their
Chinese language capability is better than Taiwanese language
capability. English is hardly used by these respondents.

Language use: the Vietnamese female new immigrants tend to
speak Taiwanese with their family members. On the contrary, outside
their families they use Chinese language. They consistently use
Vietnamese language to communicate among their Vietnamese fellows.
At other places such as religious premises, market they use Taiwanese.
At the administrative places, on the contrary they usually use Chinese.
As for the immigrants’ children, some of them are able to listen and
speak conversational Vietnamese.

Language attitude: the Vietnamese female new immigrants all
agree that Chinese and Taiwanese languages are beneficial and
helpful to their lives. They also agree that their children should learn
both Chinese and Taiwanese during the childhood. At the same time
they are worried about their inadequate capability of Chinese and
Taiwanese in the education of their children. Most subjects expressed
their love for their Vietnamese mother tongue. Although most subjects
would like Vietnamese language to be inherited by their children, less
than half of their children can speak Vietnamese in practical cases.
Keywords: Vietnam, Taiwan, immigrants, language use, language
attitude
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