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A Tentative Etymological Word-list of Lhaovo(Maru) Language

SAWADA, Hideo

Introduction

Lhaovo(Maru) is the name of an ethnic group living in Kachin State and North-

ern part of Shan State in Union of Myanmar (formerly Burma), and Déhóng Dai-

Jinghpaw Autonomous State in Yunnan Province, People’s Republic of China.

Lhaovo is considered to be a member of larger ethno-cultural group called “Kachin”,

together with neighbouring Jinghpaw, Lacid(Lashi), Zaiva(Atsi) etc.

Linguistically, Lhaovo belongs to “Maruic”, a sub-group of “Burmish” languages,

together with such languages as Lacid, Zaiva, Bola. (Nishi1999 p.70)

On the other hand, Lhaovo has borrowed a certain amount of words from the

language of the majority of the “Kachin” group, Jinghpaw. The origin of these

words could be Jinghpaw itself, Burmese, or Shan. Recently, Lhaovo also came to

borrow some words directly from Burmese.

The tentative word list is my first attempt to clarify the etymology of Lhaovo

vocabularies.

Entries

• Entries and their numbering follow List I of A Linguistic Questionnaire for

Asian and African Languages, Vol.1. ILCAA, 1966.

• X’, X” etc. (X is the number of entry) are synonyms of X sharing at least

one morpheme with X.

• Xa, Xb, Xc etc. are (quasi-)synonyms of X sharing no morpheme with X

or supplementary words related to X.

• XN is the noun corresponding to the verb X, and

XV is the verb corresponding to the noun X.

• Abbreviations of word class are: [int]=interjection, [n]=noun, [p]=particle,

[prf]=prefix, [v]=verb. Phrasal expressions have no specification for category.
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Lhaovo

• Lhaovo forms are taken from Sawada(1999).

• Forms borrowed from Burmese, Jinghpaw, Shan etc. are written in block let-

ters.

Zaiva(Zaiwa,Atsi)

• Zaiva(Zaiwa,Atsi) forms are taken from Yabu(1982), with the modification

of tonal notation. (See Transcription/Transliteration Tables below.) Several

forms with HZCD are taken from Hàn Zǎi Cı́ Diǎn (『漢載詞典』).

• A cognate of the corresponding Lhaovo form (or part of it) is written in roman

letters.

• A borrowed form which shares the source with the corresponding Lhaovo form

(or part of it) is written in block letters.

Burmese/Jinghpaw/Shan etc.

• Jinghpaw forms, indicated by J., are taken from Maran(ms.), with the modi-

fication of tonal notation. (See below.)

• Burmese forms, indicated by B., are transliterated by the author’s scheme.

(See below.)

• Shan forms are taken from Cushing(1914) and Shintani(2000,2001). These

forms are transliterated by the scheme of Shintani(2000), except that tone

marks (unmarked)/-,/-;/-:/-. are replaced by 1/2/3/4/5 respectively.

• As for Burmese cognates, I owed much to Nishi(1999), especially Appendix 4

(pp.90–107). The cognate of the corresponding Lhaovo form (or part of it) is

written in roman letters.

• The source (or the putative source) of the corresponding Lhaovo borrowed

form (or part of it) is written in block letters.
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Transcription/Transliteration Tables

Lhaovo (Sawada1999)

Initial Consonants 　

Labial Dental Alveolar Palatal Velar Glottal

Nasal m n ñ N

Stop/ unasp. p ts t c k P
Affricate aspirated ph tsh th ch kh

Fricative f,v s š x,G H

Lateral l

Flap r

Approximant y

Consonant Clusters
my
py ky
phy khy

Vowels 　

Front Central Back
Close i u
Mid e ø o
Open a au

Creakiness Feature of Vowel 　

[−Creaky] Lax, sometimes breathy sound. with all initials
[+Creaky] Tense, Creaky sound. only with /m,n,ñ,N,p,t,ts,c,k,G,l,r,y/

Vowel - Final Combinations 　

# -p -t -k -P -m -n -N -y

-a -ap -at -ak -aP -am -an -aN -ay
-e -eP -eN

-i -it -in
-o -oP -oN

-u -uk -uN -uy
-au -auk -auN -auy
-ø -øP -øm



64

Tones 　

Falling(F) 21; Sometimes 32 in word-initial position followed by another F; 31
after L.

Low(L) 22–33; Always 22 in word-initial position followed by F; the end of the
syllable rises a little bit before another L.

High(H) Syllables with final stop: 44; 42 in either it has a diphtong, or it is in
word-initial position.

Syllables with final nasal, /-y/, or vowel: 44; 4Ä42 in word-final position; 34 in
syllables with [+Glottalized] in word-initial position.

Atsi(Zaiva)(Yabu1982)

Initial Consonants 　

Labial Alveolar Palatal Velar Glottal

Stop/ plain p t ts c k
Affricate aspirated ph th tsh ch kh

Nasal m n ň N

Miscelaneous w l r š,y x P

Consonant Clusters
my
py ky
phy khy

(kr-)

Vowels 　

simple diphthong
plain a, e, i, o, u; ai, au, ui, oi
glottalized a

¯
, e

¯
, i

¯
, o

¯
, u

¯
; a

¯
i
¯
, a

¯
u
¯
, u

¯
i
¯
, o

¯
i
¯

Vowel - Final Consonant Combinations 　

# -p -t -k -P -m -n -N

-a -ap -at -ak -aP -am -an -aN

-e -eP (-en) (-eN)
-i (-ip) -it -ik -iP -in -iN
-o -op -ot -ok -oP -om -on -oN

-u -up -ut (-uk) -uP -um -un -uN

-ai
-au
-ui
-oi
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Tones 　
open syllable/syllable syllable with stop ending
with nasal ending

L(original Tone I) Low-level, Long [22] Low-level or Low-
falling, Short [22–21]

H(original Tone II) High-level, Long [44] High-level, Short [44]
F(original Tone III) High-Falling, Long [41]

Jinghpaw (Maran)

Initial Consonants 　

Labial Alveolar Palatal Velar Glottal

Stop/ plain p,b t,d ts,z č,j k,g
Affricate aspirated ph th kh

Nasal Pm,m Pn,n PN,N

Fricative s š h

Others Pw,w Pl,l Pr,r Py,y h P

Consonant Clusters
Pmy,my Pny,ny PNy,Ny
py,by ky,gy
phy khy

pr,br kr,gr
phr khr

* P substitutes the original ?- indicating glottalization.

Vowels 　

i u
ai au

e ui ue oi o
a

Tones 　

H(original -́) high
M(original -) mid
L(original -̀) low
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Burmese Transliteration (Sawada) 　

k k` kh K` g g` gh G` ng N`

=k -ř` =kh -ś` =g -š` =gh -ş` ngˆ -Ţ

c c` ch C` j j` jh J` N˜ F` n˜ f`

=c -ť` =ch -ţ` =j -ű` =jh -ů`

T q` Th Q` D z` Dh Z` N x`

=T -ÿ` * * * =N -ĳ`

t t` th T` d d` dh D` n n`

=t -¡` =th -¿` =d -£` =dh -À` =n -Á`

p p` ph P` b b` bh B` m m`

=p -Â` =ph -Ã` =b -Ä` =bh -Å` =m -Æ`

y y` r r` l l` w w` s s`

-y -Y` -r R- =l -=l` -w -W` *

h h` L L` @ a

-h -H`

i ć u ď

-a - -i -i -u -u

ii č uu ě e ę o ğ

-aa -A -ii -I -uu -U -e e- -o e-A

-o’ e-A’

-’ -’ -M -M -Y -X -. -. -: -:

* Consonant Ligatures

T=Th é

D=D ê D=Dh ë

N=Th xź N=D ì

s=s S
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/š
ŏ
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ă
)P

uH
/

“e
gg

”
B

.u
“e

gg
”

61
a

he
n’

s
eg

g
[n

]
/G

oP
F

P
au

H
/

/w
oP

L
/

“h
en

”;
/(

P
ă)
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hă

la ¯
L
/

/k
hu

iL
/

“d
og

”;
/l

a ¯
iL

/
“fl

ea
”

B
.k

hw
e:

“d
og

”;
B

.l
he

:“
fle

a”
87

lo
us

e
[n

]
/š
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ŏ
w

u ¯
iF

/
“s

ki
n”

B
.s

aa
:“

m
ea

t”
;
B

.r
e

“s
ki

n”
10

3
sa

ck
/b

ag
[n

]
/t

h
au

N
F
/

/t
h
u

N
F
/

“b
ag

”
J.

/t
h
u

N
M

b
aH

/
“b

ag
”

<
S
H

A
N

/t
h
on

g1
/

10
4

pa
n/

po
t

[n
]

/P
uk

H
/

/P
au

L
/

“p
ot

”
?B

.@
ui

“p
ot

”
10

4a
fr

yi
ng

pa
n

[n
]

/n
iN

F
ta

m
F
/

—
—

10
4a

’
fr

yi
ng

pa
n

[n
]

/š
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ă
ko ¯

P
H

/
/P

ă
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hă
lu ¯

kF
/

/p
hu

iL
la ¯

uF
/

“d
us

t”
B

.p
hw

aY
“c

ha
ff,

br
an

”
14

9
sm

ok
e

[n
]

/m
y̆ı

kh
uk

H
/

/m
iL

kh
au

L
/

“s
m

ok
e”

B
.m

ii
:“

fir
e”

;
B

.k
hu

i:
“s

m
ok

e”
15

0
as

h
[n

]
/m

y̆ı
G
eP

F
/

/m
iL

w
ap

H
/

“a
sh

”
B

.m
ii
:“

fir
e”

15
1

fir
e

[n
]

/m
yi

L
/

/m
iL

/
“fi

re
”

B
.m

ii
:“

fir
e”

15
2

w
in

d
[n

]
/l

aF
/

/l
ai

F
/

“w
in

d,
ai

r”
B

.l
e

“w
in

d,
ai

r”
15

3
cl

ou
d

[n
]

/c
a ¯
m

F
/

—
—

15
4

m
is

t/
de

w
/s

no
w

/f
ro

st
[n

]
/N

i ¯nF
/

/N
a ¯
nF

/
“m

is
t”

?B
.n

ha
ng

’:
“m

is
t,

fr
os

t”
15

4a
m

is
t/

ha
ze

/f
og

[n
]

/l
oN

H
kh

ya
m

H
/

—
—

15
5

ra
in

[n
]

/m
uk

L
/

/m
au

L
/

“s
ky

,r
ai

n”
B

.m
ui

:“
sk

y,
ra

in
”

15
5’

ra
in

[n
]

/m
uk

L
G
it

F
/

/m
au

L
/

“s
ky

,r
ai

n”
;

/w
u ¯
iF

/
“w

at
er

”
B

.m
ui

:“
sk

y,
ra

in
”;

B
.r

e
“w

at
er

”
15

6
sn

ow
[n

]
/N

i ¯nF
kh

ay
H

/
/N

a ¯
nF

/
“m

is
t”

?B
.n

ha
ng

’:
“m

is
t,

fr
os

t”
;

?B
.k

ha
Y

“f
re

ez
e”

15
7

sk
y

[n
]

/m
uk

L
ka

uN
F
/

/m
au

L
kh

uN
F
/

“s
ky

,r
ai

n”
B

.m
ui

:“
sk

y,
ra

in
”;

B
.@

a
ko

ng
’“

bo
dy

”
15

8
ra

in
bo

w
[n

]
/s

aN
F

yo ¯
N
F
/

—
—



75

15
9

su
n

[n
]

/p
aF

/
/p

ui
F
/

“s
un

,d
ay

”
—

16
0

m
oo

n
[n

]
/l

o ¯
H

/
/l

ă
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ñi

H
ne ¯

P
H

/
/P

ă
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ă
la ¯

N
F
/

—
—

19
9

hu
sb

an
d

[n
]

/y
a ¯
m

F
sa

N
F

ph
oH

/
/y

u ¯
m

F
si

N
F

ph
oL

/
“h

us
ba

nd
”

B
.@

im
’“

ho
us

e”
;

B
.s

aN
˜’

“p
er

so
n”

;
B

.@
a

ph
a

“m
al

e,
fa

th
er

”
20

0
w

ife
[n

]
/y

a ¯
m

F
sa

N
F

m
yi ¯H

/
/y

u ¯
m

F
si

N
F

m
iL

/
“w

ife
”

B
.@

im
’“

ho
us

e”
;

B
.s

aN
˜’

“p
er

so
n”

;
?B

.@
a

m
i“

m
ot

he
r”

20
1

m
ar

ri
ag

e
[v

]
/l

oP
F

ts
ho

P
H

/
/l

oP
L
/

“a
rm

,h
an

d”
B

.l
ak

’“
ar

m
,h

an
d”

;
B

.c
ha

k’
“c

on
ne

ct
”

20
2

fa
th

er
/p

ap
a

[n
]

/P
ă
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hŏ
-̌s

at
H

/
/š
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/š
ut

H
/

“d
ir

ec
ti

on
”

B
.l
ak

’“
ar

m
,h

an
d”

26
7

ri
gh

t
[n

]
/l

oP
F

yo
F
/

/l
oP

L
yo

F
/

“r
ig

ht
”

B
.l
ak

’“
ar

m
,h

an
d”

;
B

.y
aa

“r
ig

ht
”

26
7a

ri
gh

t
si

de
[n

]
/l

oP
F

yo
F

ša
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/š
om

F
/

“s
m

el
l”

;
　
　
　

/n
am

F
/

“s
m

el
l”

?J
./

su
N
M

/
“s

m
el

l”
;

B
.n

aM
“s

m
el

l”
27

9
br

ea
th

e
[v

]
/s

oP
H

še
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še

N
F
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šo

F
/

/k
hy

iL
šo
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ă
lu ¯

n
L
/

—
J.

/p
h
ă
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/š
it

H
pa

F
/

/p
ui

F
/

“s
un

,d
ay

”
—

69
3

th
e

th
ir

d
da

y
of

a
m

on
th

[n
]

/s
am

F
pa

F
/

/s
um

F
/

“t
hr

ee
”;

　
　
　

/p
ui

F
/

“s
un

,d
ay

”
?B

.s
uM

:“
th

re
e”

69
4

nu
m

be
r

[n
]

/l
a ¯
N
F
/

—
—

69
4’

(4
0)

th
[n

]
/(

py
it

F
ts

he
F
)

py
aN

H
la ¯

N
F
/

/p
yi

N
H

/
“f

ul
l”

B
.p

ra
N

˜’
.“

fu
ll”

69
5

(c
ur

re
nc

y
un

it
)

[n
]

—
—

—
69

6
ye

ar
[n

]
/t

si
nF

/
/t

sa
nF

/
“y

ea
r,

ag
e”

—
69

6a
a

ye
ar

ol
d

[n
]

/t
ă
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hŏ

ka
nF

/
—

B
.k

un
’“

ru
n

ou
t

of
”

70
6a

4
fa

th
er

’s
yo

un
ge

st
br

ot
he

r
[n

]
/p

hŏ
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ă
ph

au
N
H

/
—

—
70

6b
2

m
ot

he
r’

s
se

co
nd

el
de

st
br

ot
he

r
[n

]
/ñ̆
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hă

ka
L

py
uF

/
/p

yu
F
/

“p
er

so
n”

—
71

7
do

ct
or

[n
]

—
—

—
71

8
pr

of
es

si
on

/o
cc

up
at

io
n

[n
]

/m
au

H
ts

oH
/

/m
uH

/
“w

or
k”

;
/t

so
H

/
“e

nd
”

?B
.m

hu
“w

or
k”



107

71
8a

ch
ai

rm
an

/p
re

si
de

nt
[n

]
/P

au
L

ca ¯
u ¯

N
F
/

/P
uL

/
“h

ea
d”

B
.u

u:
“h

ea
d”

;
B

.c
ho

ng
’“

ca
rr

y”
71

8b
se

cr
et

ar
y

[n
]

/m
au

H
sa

N
F
/

/m
uH

/
“w

or
k”

?B
.m

hu
“w

or
k”

71
8c

tr
ea

su
re

r
[n

]
/N

au
yF

ts
am

L
/

cf
./

N
u ¯
nF

/
“s

ilv
er

”
<

SH
A

N
/n

gü
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yŭ

ko
F
/

/p
yu

F
/

“p
er

so
n”

—
72

2
m

in
d/

fe
el

in
g

[n
]

/n
a ¯
kH

la
m

L
/

/n
i ¯kH

lu
m

L
/

“h
ea

rt
”

B
.(

@
a

)n
ha

c’
“n

uc
le

us
”;

B
.l
uM

:“
ro

un
d”

72
3

dr
ea

m
[n

]
/y

ap
F

m
oP

F
/

/y
u ¯
m

H
m

oP
L
/

“d
re

am
”

B
.@

ip
’“

sl
ee

p”
;

B
.m

ak
’“

dr
ea

m
”

72
3V

dr
ea

m
[v

]
/y

ap
F

m
oP

F
m

oP
F
/

/y
u ¯
m

H
m

oP
L

m
oP

L
/

“d
re

am
”

B
.@

ip
’“

sl
ee

p”
;

B
.m

ak
’“

dr
ea

m
”

72
4

se
ns

e/
m

ea
ni

ng
[n

]
/l

ă
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ă
so

L
/

—
B

.s
aa

:“
no

te
”

75
2a

m
ar

k
[n

]
/s

oL
ts

ha
m

L
/

—
B

.s
aa

:“
no

te
”

75
3

fo
rm

/s
ha

pe
[n

]
/P

ă
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ă
ru

L
/

“s
h
ou

t”
92

6a
no

is
y

[v
]

/k
yo

H
-y

it
F
/

/k
yo

L
/

“h
ea

r”
B

.k
ya

a:
“h

ea
r”

92
6a

’
no

is
y

[v
]

/k
yo

H
-N

a ¯
N
L
/

/k
yo

L
/

“h
ea

r”
B

.k
ya

a:
“h

ea
r”



118

92
7

da
ng

er
ou

s
[v

]
/l

a ¯
H

-c
ha

L
/

—
—

92
8

bu
sy

[v
]

/m
au

H
m

yo
L
/

/m
uH

/
“w

or
k”

;
/m

y-
oL

/
“m

an
y”

?B
.m

hu
“w

or
k”

;
B

.m
ya

a:
“m

an
y”

92
9

ea
rl

y
[v

]
/n

oP
H

/
/n

oP
H

/
“m

or
ni

ng
”

B
.(

m
a

)n
ak

’“
m

or
ni

ng
”

93
0

la
te

[v
]

/n
ay

H
/

—
—

93
1

sl
ee

py
[v

]
/y

ap
F

N
ø ¯
H

N
ø ¯
H

/
/y

u ¯
pH

/
“s

le
ep

”
B

.@
ip

’“
sl

ee
p”

93
2

it
ch

in
g

[v
]

/p
ha

nL
/

—
—

93
3

cl
ea

n
[v

]
/s

an
F
/

/s
an

L
/

“c
le

ar
”

J.
/s

an
L
(p

ra
P
H

)/
“c

le
an

”
93

4
ug

ly
[v

]
/G

it
F
/

—
—

93
5

be
as

ha
m

ed
[v

]
/m

yo
P
F

no ¯
F

la
uN

F
/

/m
yo

P
L
/

“e
ye

”;
/n

o ¯
F
/

“n
os

e”
B

.m
ya

k’
“e

ye
”;

B
.n

ha
a

“n
os

e”
93

6
ab

om
in

ab
le

[v
]

/c
ha

P
H

-p
ho

H
ru

F
N
at

L
/

/N
u ¯
tH

/
“c

o
p
u
l
a
”

—
93

7
lo

ve
ly

/c
ha

rm
in

g
[v

]
/c

i ¯tH
-t

eP
F
-p

ho
H

ru
F

N
at

L
/

/c
i ¯tH

/
“l

ov
e”

;
/N

u ¯
tH

/
“c

o
p
u
l
a
”

B
.k

hy
ac

’“
lo

ve
”

93
8

pi
ti

ab
le

[v
]

/n
a ¯
kH

kh
ya

kH
-p

ho
H

ru
F

N
at

L
/

/n
i ¯kH

/
“h

ea
rt

”;
/N

u ¯
tH

/
“c

o
p
u
l
a
”

B
.(

@
a

)n
ha

c’
“n

uc
le

us
”;

B
.k

hr
ac

’“
sc

ra
tc

h”
93

9
ho

ne
st

[v
]

/t
in

L
-m

an
L
/

—
B

.t
an

’:
“h

ea
d

st
ra

ig
ht

fo
r”

94
0

te
nd

er
/g

en
tl

e
[v

]
/n

au
H

-n
e ¯
N
H

/
—

B
.n

u
“y

ou
ng

”;
B

.N
˜a

M
.“

so
ft

”
94

0a
te

nd
er

/g
en

tl
e

[v
]

/k
un

F
-c

ha
uN

F
/

—
—

94
1

ki
nd

[v
]

/n
a ¯
kH

kh
ya

kH
/

/n
i ¯kH

/
“h

ea
rt

”
B

.(
@

a
)n

ha
c’

“n
uc

le
us

”
94

2
st

ou
t

[v
]

/G
oN

H
-t

si
nH

/
—

—
94

3
w

is
e

[v
]

/n
a ¯
kH

po
F
/

/n
i ¯kH

/
“h

ea
rt

”;
/p

oF
/

“c
on

ta
in

”
B

.(
@

a
)n

ha
c’

“n
uc

le
us

”;
B

.p
aa

“c
on

ta
in

”
94

3a
w

is
e

[v
]

/m
yo

P
F

ya
pF

la ¯
N
F
/

/m
yo

P
L
/

“e
ye

”
B

.m
ya

k’
“e

ye
”

94
3b

w
is

e
[v

]
/P

ă
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2a

w
it

ho
ut

[]
/m

ă-
co

P
L
-l
oL

-t
sa

L
/

/c
oP

L
/

“e
xi

st
”

—
99

2b
w

it
ho

ut
[]

/m
ă-

po
F
-l
oL

-t
sa

L
/

/p
oF

/
“c

on
ta

in
”

B
.p

aa
“c

on
ta

in
”

99
2c

w
it

ho
ut

do
in

g
[]

/m
ă-

ka ¯
tH

-l
oL

-t
sa

L
/

/k
u ¯
tH

/
“m

ak
e”

—
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99
3

et
c.

[p
]

—
—

—
99

4
ab

ou
t

[p
]

/-
no ¯

H
kh

oH
/

—
—

99
5

on
ly

[p
]

/-
ts

aL
/

—
—

99
6

of
[p

]
/-

ra
H

/
—

—
99

7
to

[p
]

/-
co ¯

N
H

/
—

—
99

8
fr

om
[p

]
/-

m
eN

H
/

—
—

99
9

ti
ll/

un
ti

l
[]

/c
øH

-̌s
oP

H
/

/c
eH

-̌s
oP

L
/

“t
ill

”
—

10
00

th
an

[n
]

/P
ă
th

oP
H

/
/P

ă
th

oP
H

/
“u

ps
id

e”
B

.@
a

th
ak

’“
pl

ac
e

ab
ov

e”
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