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Beginning and its deployment of the African Studies in Japan:

-By using Database of Researchers joining Overseas Scientific Research Projects-

SHIINO, Wakana

Research Institute for Languages and Cultures of Asia and Africa

The Overseas Scientific Research Coordination Team established the secretariat at
Research Institute for Languages and Cultures of Asia and Africa, Tokyo University of
Foreign Studies (ILCAA, TUFS) in 1983. Since then, mainly they have been working on
activities for The Overseas Scientific Research, such as interdisciplinary information
exchange and research exchange, which have been performed connection adjustment with
Japanese Ministry of Education and Cultures and Japan Society for the Promotion of Science
(JSPS).

Field Science Center (FSC) under ILCAA has constructed “database of researchers joining
overseas scientific research projects” as one of their activities. In this paper, by taking
advantage of the feature of this database, I would like to show the locus into which present
research on Africa in Japan has been developed. In other words, I would like to make it clear
how the African study in Japan began and how a researcher network expanded.

The first research team for African studies which was organized by professor Imanishi and
Itani at Kyoto University was composed of the researchers in the liberal arts and science
course, like paleontology, pale anthropology, grammatology, the physical anthropology, and
the social anthropology and so on over many fields. Researchers who were taught how to walk
in the research field and academically influenced by two of them became centers and
organized as the following phase of the study. It is a footprint of the development of
researcher's connection and study through African land where the fieldwork is practically
done, not through a so-called doctrinal history, to pursue details of organizing Grants-in-Aid
for Scientific Research (KAKENHI) like this.
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